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Annotated Bibliography 
 
A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has 
used for researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works 
cited" depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes 
the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc). 
 
An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography 
includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Depending on your project 
or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following: 
 
Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main 
arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? The length 
of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.  
 
Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to assess/evaluate it. Is it a useful 
source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography?  
 
Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to reflect. How does it 
fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your 
argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how 
you think about your topic? 
 
Your annotated bibliography for this assignment will require all of the above 
elements.  
 
Format 
The format of an annotated bibliography can vary. It is important that you follow the 
guidelines specified below:  
 

� The bibliographic information is to be written in MLA format. 
� The annotations for each source are to be written in paragraph form.  
� Summary should be 4-6 sentences. 
� The assessment of the source should be 2-3sentences. 
� The reflection should be 2-3 sentences. 
� Each entry will be a minimum of 150 words, no more than 250 words. 
� Expectation will be that all the sources included in your annotated bibliography 

will be cited in your Research Report. A minimum of 7 sources MUST be cited. 



 
 
 
Example: 
 
Herman, Deborah. The Complete Idiots guide to Motherhood. New York: Alpha Books,   
 
 1999. 
 
 Deborah Herman, a mother of three children and successful writer, shares her 
experiences and wisdom, and offers guidance for parents in all stages of parenthood. 
Each section of this book focuses on one stage, from pregnancy through to the college 
years, with added chapters on special needs children, single parenthood, and blended 
families. Interspersed throughout there are anecdotes, warnings, words of wisdom, and 
definitions. Although much of the book is humourous, it is filled with excellent 
explanations and good advice, and is one of the most comprehensive parenting books of 
its time 
 
 


